
Dear Parents/Carers  

A very Happy New Year to you all.  The year has begun with a strong focus on supporting 

our exam candidates in the Sixth Form and at Key Stage 4 in ensuring they achieve the best 

possible outcomes in the months ahead.  Mock Exams have been completed but modular 

exams are still taking place, with more scheduled in the term ahead.  This means that your 

childõs attendance in these crucial examination years is critical if we are to maximise 

achievement.  Government changes to ôequivalencesõ, i.e. for how many qualifications an exam 

ôcountsõ, will impact upon all schools.  Fortunately, there will be no significant impact upon 

any courses running in our current Sixth Form and Key Stage 4.  The most significant 

effect would have been upon our Year 9 pupils, who are currently involved in the ôoptionsõ 

process.  However, ôequivalencesõ have already been taken into account in our curriculum 

planning and so our options process remains as published.  

 

This term ends at:   3:15pm on FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 10 TH 

Next term begins for pupils at:  8:40am on TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 21 ST ð WEEK 1  

The previous day, Monday, February 20 th , is an In -Service Training Day for staff when the 

school is closed to pupils.  

We hope you enjoy the week ahead and that our exam candidates will make the most of the 

opportunity to complete any outstanding coursework and to revise!  

Welcomes and a Farewell  

A warm welcome to the following staff members who have joined the school this term:  

Mr R. Clouting, Science teacher  

Mr T. Ginns, SEN teacher  

Mr S. Hemmings, Teaching Assistant  

We wish them well in their time with us.  

We say farewell at the end of this term to Mrs C. Watkins, Business Manager.  Mrs 

Watkins returns to a post in the world of business.  We thank her for her work here and 

wish her well for the future.  
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REMINDER: Our School absence line number is:  01454 867650  

Please leave a message if your child is unwell as soon as possible on the first day of 



Past and Forthcoming Events  

Thanks to all those of you who have attend-

ed Parentsõ Evenings this term.  These have 

taken place for Years 11 and 9, with an addi-

tional ôPathwaysõ Evening for parents/carers 

of Year 9 pupils.  Attendance at these im-

portant occasions has been excellent, with 

attendance at the Year 9 Parentsõ Evening 

reaching 93% - a school record!  Thank you 

so much for your support with our efforts 

in maximising your childõs progress. 

 

As usual, there have been some significant 

sporting successes and numerous visits this 

term which are reported upon later in this 

Newsletter.  The last week of term fea-

tured our annual ôRock Nightõ, which once 

again was a terrific success and a clear fa-

vourite with so many of you.  Similarly, our 

annual Ski Trip will leave for Italy on the 

last day of term ð we hope it goes well and 

that all return safe and sound!  

The ôFriendsõ annual ôQuiz Nightõ was held at 

ôThe Swanõ on February 3rd , a new venue and 

a super evening.  Thanks to the many of you 

who came along to support this event and of 

course to the ôFriendsõ for their ongoing 

support for our school.  

 

Student Achievements  

Our photographers experienced some ter-

rific success in winning a competition to 

provide the photographs for the Brighton 

Williams (Independent Financial Advisers) 

2012 calendar.  You may have seen the ex-

cellent double -page spread in an edition of 

the ôEvening Postõ a few weeks ago.  The 

Photography Department also received the 

generous donation of £500 from the com-

pany which will be spent on resources for 

our photographers: more details of this suc-

cess feature later in this Newsletter.  

Fred Moore in Year 11 recently gained a 

Distinction in his Grade 7 cello exam ð well 

done, Fred!  

 

Car Parking 

You will be aware via a text message and our 

website of our joint initiative with Christ 

Church Primary School to address our 

continuing concerns about the traffic at our 

Main Entrance.  In both our schools, the 

staff car parks are used to drop off 

children, causing significant dangers: both 

schools have experienced ônear missesõ in 

this respect.  As a consequence, from 

Monday, February 6th, the main gates will be 

closed from 8:00 - 9:00am and 2:30 ð 

3:45pm daily.  Only staff with authorised 

passes will be able to gain access at these 

times, as well as those of you who may have 

an appointment.  Any other car parking will 

have to take place outside the gates. Thanks 

for your cooperation with this, which is in 

the best interests of our children and very 

much supported by the police.  

 

The Kingswood Partnership  

As parents/carers of students in our Sixth 

Form will know from my letter in December 

and others of you may know via some press 

coverage, Downend School will withdraw 

from the Partnership at the end of this 

academic year.  This decision by the 

Headteacher is as a consequence of 

situations in Downend School itself and not 

due to problems in the Partnership.  

Provision for our students both now and in 

the years ahead will not be affected, with 

their learning needs met via Partnership 

arrangements.       

 

P. Farrington  

   



Year 7ñThis year at the end of term 

two I took part in the celebration of 

work, the whole of Year 7 took part and 

it was a combination of Music and Dra-

ma. I did the bells with Jake Seddon 

and we were both worrying about it but 

it was fine once we started. We had 

four to five weeks of Music work with 

Miss Carter, she made it easy for us 

and gave us confidence to perform.  

By Will Dursley  

CELEBRATION OF WORK YEAR 7  

For the celebration of work, there was 

a performance to show what pupils in 

year 7 did in their Performing arts clas-

ses. The ones that were shown were: 

Music, Dance and Drama. I was in Dra-

ma and a sub for Dance. In my drama 

performance we performed Cinderella 

in ASDA!!! I was the store manager. The 

cast were: Oliver Tanton, Zac Dev -

Saini, Jordon, Alysha Wright, Amar 

Singh, Louis Amos. We all had so much 

fun doing it and canõt wait until drama 

comes round again. By Ella Powell  

Year 8ñFestival of Sport ñLast term in 

Year 8 we did a Winter Festival of 

Sport. It was held for the whole school 

but only individual years competed 

against each other. There were lots of 

different activities to do such as foot-

ball, badminton, rowing and dodgeball. I 

competed in badminton and I won with 

my friends! Our whole tutor group was 

aiming to come first but unfortunately 

we didnõt come first another Year 8 tu-

tor group did.  

By Shelby Lacey  
 

Key Stage Three  
News  

SCHOOL UNIFORM ñAn important message for all par-

ents/carers. Maintaining high standards with pupils wear-

ing school uniform are very important in our school.  These 

high standards support a focused attitude to learning, 

promote a positive ethos and help to ensure equality 

amongst pupils.  The school relies completely upon the sup-

port of parents and carers to maintain the high standards 

we wish to set.  In some cases, there has been a gradual 

erosion of these high standards, which must be addressed.  

Please note the following key areas of concern: Shirts for 

both boys and girls these must be white òformaló shirts 

with buttons right up into the collar ensuring the school 

tie can be worn properly.  No other type of shirt is allowed 

to be worn. (For additional warmth a plain white T -shirt 

beneath the formal shirt is permitted). Trousers for both 

boys and girls these must be black school trousers. Other 

types of trousers, e.g. black jeans, chinos, leggings, or sim-

ilar , ar e not  allowed. Shoesñblack school shoes only ar e 

allowed, Any form of boots/trainers or canvas shoes are 

not allowed. Ties ñPlease ensure your childõs tie is worn 

properly, i.e. done up to the collar, before he/she leaves 

for school. Please ensure you read the attached uniform 

and equipment list and ensure your child is properly 

dressed and equipped for school on a daily basis. Parents 

of pupils not complying fully to our uniform/ equipment 

requirements will be contacted on a daily basis until com-

pliance is achieved. Thanks as always, to all those of you 

who support the high standards we strive to achieve.  



 

Key Stage Four  
News  

Yr 10 Winter Festival of Sport  

15th December 201 was the 

turn of year 10 Winter Festival 

of Sports, which took place af-

ter lunch.  This is an annual 

event to showcase your talent.  

Every student participated in 

this event which consists of 

many small games such as bad-

minton, football and netball.  

Some rules of this event were 

that there had to be a mixture 

of gender, everyone has to be 

involved in at least one sport 

and there had to be replace-

ments.  Here are some quotes 

of what students in our year 

thoughté 

ôIt was different to any other 

day ôI found it really interest-

ingõ 

ôMy whole tutor group got in-

volved which made us even 

closerõ  ôIõm looking forward to 

the next festival of sportõ 

Itõs safe to say that the Festi-

val of Sport is an event most 

people enjoy and look forward 

to this event.  

By Jacob Stevens, Nattipha Si-

hanu Chivers and Shaun Fryñ

10JXT  

News from 11ECDñIce -skating  

On Friday afternoons, some Year 11 pupils get on the 

coach and go to Bristol Ice Rink. Here, we spend the af-

ternoon ice -skating as a part of our P.E. lessons. This 

helps us learn new skills. We have a twenty minute lesson 

by a professional ice skating instructor in which we learn 

how to ice skate properly, and learn new tricks. We all 

have a lot of fun and enjoy the afternoon thoroughly, 

even if we do fall over!  It is a good opportunity and en-

gages pupils to learn outside of the school environment. 

Overall it is an extremely positive experience, and we 

would like for future Year 11s to have the same chance 

as we have had. This may not be possible due to the ice 

rink being at risk of closure. The ice rink that has been 

open for nearly 50 years is a huge part of Bristol and it 

would be such a shame to see it go.  

Please give your support to the petition to save our rink:  

http://www.thepetitionsite.com/1/save -the -ice-rink/  

11ECD Charlotte Godwin and Kayleigh Uzzell  

Year 11 including members of 11ECD have been busy sell-

ing candy canes to raise money for our year charity and 

our Year 11 Leavers celebrations. The year group has so 

far raised around £120!  

Guide to earning more points in Year 11 by 11ECD  

 

Try to make a positive contribution to school each day. 

It's never too late to join an extra -curricular club. Show 

that you are a hardworking and polite pupil. Ask your 

teacher for ideas about how to gain more points.  

Congratulations to Fred Moore of 

11ECD who has passed his grade 7 

Cello music exam with Distinction. 

Well done Fred!  

http://www.thepetitionsite.com/1/save-the-ice-rink/


 

Looking for Careers 

Information, Advice 

and Guidance? 

Do you want advice 

about careers and 

donõt know where to 

look to get up to 

date, impartial, and 

correct information?  

Are you a year  

9,10,11,12 or 13 stu-

dent or teacher who 

wishes to help?  

Everything you need 

to know is only a 

few clicks away. 

Simply... Go to King-

swood Partnership 

home page. (You can 

also find a link to the 

KP website via the 

Hanham High School 

Homepage).Click on 

Careers  link. 

Here you will find in-

teresting and ex-

tremely useful ca-

reers information, 

advice and guidance 

f or all pupils. All the 

information is clearly 

organised into sec-

tions for Year 7 to 9 

students, Year 10 to 

11 students, Post 16 

students, Parents and 

Teachers.  

This website is for 

YOU.  

Use it and be IN-

FORMED! 

Mrs. K.J. Moore  



Science Department 
News  

 

A2 biology and BTEC Level 3 in Applied Science courses were given the opportunity to visit 

Rolls Royce to see the electron microscope that they use to investigate engineering compo-

nent failures.  The Microscopes are powerful enough to magnify by X500,000, this is espe-

cially useful to biologists as they can visualise the internal and external structures of cells 

and tissues.  The visit also allowed the group to understand how a global company operates 

and that the Filton site predominantly catered for Military engineering contracts.    

  
Working in the Science Industry is one of the Units currently being studied as part of the 

BTEC Level 3 in Applied Science course.  The Visit to the National Blood Service laborato-

ries in Filton allowed the pupils to really begin to see how science is applied in industry.  The 

main surprises of the day were the volume of blood that is processed; the complexity in-

volved in producing a variety of blood products from just one donation and the co -ordination 

of the testing which has to be carried out in order to ensure the safety of patients who re-

ceive transfusions.  Those attending were treated to a presentation of the entire operation 

followed by a tour of the different laboratories which worked together to carryout the 

processing testing storage and dispatch of all the blood.  Having enjoyed the visit the 6 th  

formers are now looking forward to using their new found knowledge in their coursework.  

Rolls Royce 16th November 2011  

NHS Blood & Transplant 8 -12-11 



 

Drama Department  
News  

Itõs been another busy term in 

the Drama Department as vari-

ous extra -curricular groups 

start new projects and exam 

classes begin to turn their 

thoughts to upcoming perfor-

mances and written exams.  

 

Y7 & Y8 Drama Club  

Our Wednesday group just em-

barking on a new project in-

spired by the recently released 

silent film The Artist . They will 

be developing their own silent 

movie plots, rehearsing them 

and performing them whilst be-

ing filmed ñin black and white 

of course. We hope to put some 

of the finished films on the 

school website later in the 

year. 

 

Orange Zebras Theatre Com-

pany 

This group have been carefully 

considering their first piece 

for public performance and 

they have now decided to work 

on a mixture of scripted and 

devised drama. They will be 

performing two very different 

pieces at a òtea-timeó event on 

6th March; one is an extract 

from Willy Russellõs popular 

play Our Day Out  and the other 

is an abstract devised piece 

based on A Midsummer Nightõs 

Dream. Tickets will be £1 and will include refresh-

ments. 

 

Whatõs On? 

Grisly Tales From Grumblewater  (13-18 Feb) - Bristol 

Old Vic  

Kempõs Jig (13-14 Feb) - Theatre Royal, Bath  

Theatre Trips  

We have two exciting trips coming up. At the end of 

February our Y10, Y11 and Y12 students are going to see 

The Kingõs Speech at the Theatre Royal in Bath (see top 

pic) and on March 22nd our Y13 students are going to 

see John Shrapnel (bottom pic) in the title role of King 
Lear as part of the now world famous Shakespeare at 

the Tobacco Factory. The play is directed by Andrew 

Hilton, SATTFõs Artistic Director and one of the UKõs 

leading experts on Shakespeareõs works.  

 

As always there is lots of great theatre happening in 

and around Bristol over the next few weeks, we hope 

you manage to see some! 

 

Miss Richards  



 

Dance Department  
News  

Dance Showcase:  

Before Christmas pupils from 

Years 7ñ13 participated in a 

Dance showcase to present the 

work happening in lessons and in 

Dance clubs.  It was great to 

see the quality of work pro-

duced by each Year group and 

for the pupils to get a taster of 

their next unit  of work!  

 

Year 7 Celebration of Work:  

Year 7 pupils performed a Rock 

ônõ Roll dance in the Year 7 cele-

bration of work. Thank you to 

the pupils who stood in at the 

last minute for those pupils 

that were unable to attend and 

for learning it so quickly!  

 

Year 11:  

Year 11 pupils were subjected 

to a fake moderation exam in 

order to prepare them for the 

real thing in March. Each pupil 

behaved exceptionally and it 

was  great to see the high qual-

it y of  wor k being pr oduced. 

Good luck to all the Year 11 pu-

pils taking their practical ex-

ams in March.  

 

GCSE Dance Student Confer-

ence:  

Pupils in Years 10 and 11 at-

tended a Dance conference in 

London on 25th November 2011. The course was an op-

portunity for the pupils to see how to get the maximum 

marks in each unit of the course and to observe best 

practice. The pupils also got to mark work themselves 

and to see how the moderator does it!  

Upcoming Events:  

Move it  Dance Festival ñ9th March  

GCSE/AS/A2 Dance Show Tuesday 13th March  

AS Dance moderation exam Thursday 22nd March  

Years 10ñ13 The Nutcracker at the Bristol Hippodrome, 

Tuesday 17th April.  

Fever Dance Company annual performance 9th May  

News  from The Resource Base  

During the last week of term students attached to the 

Resource Base held a Christmas café and fayre to raise 

money for charities of particular importance and inter-

est to us. In total we raised £101.81 by offering tradi-

tional activities and selling cakes and biscuits in our fes-

tive cafe. We also had games and sold school -made 

Christmas cards. We shared the monies raised between 

the Great Western railway charity and Hop Skip and 

Jump a local facility providing play, care and support for 

children with a disability, life threatening illness, or any 

special need.  

 



 

Music Department  
News  

National Sing Up Day  

 

National Sing Up Day is an an-

nual event celebrating the joys 

of singing.  Every year we take 

pupils to a local primary school 

to showcase our singing talent.  

This year we are heading to 

Hanham Abbots Primary School 

with our Years 7 and 8 

lunchtime music group.  

 

 

 

 

 

The year 7s have been working 

on a version of Beat It by Mi-

chael Jackson which includes 

ukuleles and keyboards.  Our 

year 8s have created a beauti-

ful version of Jar of Hearts.   

Here are the opportunities 

available to you for singing at 

Hanham High School:  

Monday lunchtime ñYear 7 

Ukuleles and vocals. 

Tuesday lunchtime ñYear 8 Co-

vers Band 

Wednesday lunchtime ñYear 9s 

, practice singing a solo or se-

lect a song of your choice.   

Ms McLean or Miss Carter will 

be happy to accompany you on 

the piano.  

Whatõs been happening in the music department? 

¶ A trip to the Millennium Centre in Cardiff to 

watch a dress rehearsal of La Traviata performed 

by the Welsh National Opera, followed by two 

song-writing workshops with the composer Rich-

ard Barnard  

¶ Bands have been busy in preparation for Rock 

Night, which is on Thursday 9th February.  

¶ Our thanks to Friends of Hanham High School 

who have funded the purchase of two mp3 DJ 

consoles.  We have a visiting DJ coming to school 

in Term 4 ñwatch this space!  

¶ Orchestra have been working on a performance of 

Bohemian Rhapsody for the concert on Tuesday 

27th March.  

¶ Rock Orchestra have been rehearsing Buck Rog-

ers by Feeder and Human by The Killers.  Some 

sessions are led by our talented 6th Formers.   

 

Congratulations  
Congratulations to all of you who have recently tak-

en instrumental exams.  A special mention must go 

to Fred Moore who achieved a distinction in his 

Grade 7 cello exam.  In addition to this two year 7s 

have recently passed their piano exams,   

Flynn Vaughan achieved a pass for his grade 1 piano 

whilst Tom Holloway achieved a pass for grade 2 Pi-

ano.   

 

If you would like to learn an instrument, the letters 

will be going out on 21st February. Donõt worry if 

you donõt have an instrument, we have school instru-

ments which you can borrow, including the clarinet, 

trumpet, violin and trombone.  



 

Art Department  
News  

Year 12 B Tec artists Photog-

raphy walk, Bristol harbor side 

Tuesday 17th January 2012  

 

 

 

 

 

Year 12 Level 3 B Tec artists re-

cently went on a Photography walk 

around the harbourside in order to 

produce research for their current 

brief scenario which asks the stu-

dents to create a variety of tourist 

products to go on sale at the M 

Shed gift shop. During the Photog-

raphy walk students were challenged 

to use their digital SLR cameraõs on 

a variety of settings in order to 

capture impressive shots of Bristol 

harbourside. Whilst on the walk we 

had the unexpected invite to go on 

board the Matthew ship and take 

photographs, which was a nice sur-

prise for the students who also got 

the chance to speak to the skipper 

about the history of the ship. The 

visit will also help students prepare 

for their upcoming workshop with 

Emmeline Simpson, the well known 

Bristol artist whoõs famous mixed 

media pieces based on Bristol 

scenes 

are de-

veloped 

into 

coasters, 

key rings 

Puppet Club  
Every Wednesday 3..15 to 4.30pm 

Come along if you are interested in making and 
performing with Puppets 

Hanham High School will be exhibiting Art work 

at the ôBristol Senior Schools Art Exhibitionõ for 

the 4th year running. The exhibition is open for 

public viewing from Friday 10th February until 

Tuesday 28th February  



 

Humanities Department  
News  

 

The GSF need your help 
TO SUPPORT RWANDAN CHILDREN  

Since winning the competition sales of  the DVD have not been as great as 
we hoped 

We wanted to raise money to build a classroom and sustainable project in 
Rwanda to help the children who have lost out on education and some, their 

childhood and give them a future.  

As the famous line goes from the song, 
ñeducations the path, the key, to lead the world 

from poverty.ò 

The DVD is very professional and the tune very catchy. It was all 
filmed on location here at Hanham High and features students 

from our school. 

 PLEASE BUY A COPY AND SUPPORT OUR PUPILS, 
YOUR CHILDREN IN HELPING OUT THOSE WHO DO 

NOT HAVE THE SAME OPPORTUNITIES TO LIFE. 

If we raise enough money the pupils will also get the opportunity to go out 
and see where the money has gone and meet the children they have helped. 
Each year hopefully we will continue to send money and keep building. The 
money is going to the charity Msaada and all the money goes to the projects 

as no admin is taken from the money given. 

PLEASE SUPPORT US TO SUPPORT 

RWANDAN CHILDREN  

GSF ïOne Goal  

Music DVD 

NOW AVAILABLE  

TO BUY Ã4.99 

For Ã4.00 

Only ! 



 

DT Department  
News  


