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Dear Parents/Carers

With Christmas fast approaching, there are numerous events and activities in place, many of
which you will have attended: further news on these later in this Newsletter.

I am sure you wil/ be pleased to hear that 0L
awarded for a further three years, following a recent rigorous assessment. We have also

received the excellent news that the Olympic torch will be carried through Hanham High

School on its journey from Bath to Bristol. This unique event is scheduled for the early

evening (around 4:00 & 6:00 pm) on TUESDAY, MAY 22 "° 2012. No doubt we will receive

further details in the new year.

This term ends for pupils at:  2:00pm on FRIDAY, DECEMBER 16 ™ 2011.

Please note the earlier finish. This will be a non -uniform day, with a charge in advance of £1
per pupil. All funds raised will contribute to the identified charities selected by Year
Groups

Next term begins at:  8:35am on TUESDAY, JANUARY 3 " 2012 & WEEK 1.
Important dates for the year ahead feature later in this Newsletter.

On behalf of all the staff, may | wish you and your families a very MERRY CHRISTMAS and
a HAPPY NEW YEAR for 2012.

Post- 16

Parents/Carers of students in our Sixth Form will have received a letter from me

concerning Downend School and its decision to leave the Kingswood Partnership from
September 2012. As | confirmed in the letter, all students from other Partnership schools
currently taught a course at Downend, will continue in the present arrangements until the
course is completed. Pupils currently in Year 11 need not be anxious about choices on the
matrix for next year: actions are being discussed to ensure provision can be made at this
and other centres.

REMI NDER: Our School absence |line number i S 0145:

Pl ease | eave a message if your child is unwel/l as ¢




Staff News

We say farewell this week to Miss L.
Mathison, Science teacher, who leaves for a
promoted post. We also say farewell to

Mss K. Connell, Teaching Assistant, who
leaves to pursue her career. We thank
them both for their work here and wish

them well for the future.

School Uniform

Thanks to you all, as always, for supporting
our on-going drive to keep our pupils looking
smart and being appropriately dressed for a
day in school. Unfortunately we have had a
few pupils who persist in wearing
inappropriate jewellery via facial piercings
and/or ear -stretchers which often have
lengthy spikes at the back. Wearing any
such jewellery is dangerous and is not
permitted in any school. Please ensure your
childds health and

Past and Forthcoming Events

Thanks to all those of you who have
supported our many events and activities
this term. Our annual
November 11th was a delightful occasion,
our Guest Speaker being Ms Bonnie Dean,
Chief Executive of the new Bristol and Bath
Science Park, who gave a super talk on
technical developments. It was a pleasure
to see so many of our pupils and students
collecting awards, a significant number of
whom had returned from university for the
occasion. Congratulations to all our award
winners.

Thanks also to those of you who have
attended Parentsodo Eveni
have taken place for pupils in Year 10 and
students in the Sixth Form. Attendance

has been excellent, so many thanks to you

al | i n supporting your

safelyol 3eP9bagyb

Year 11 O6mockd exam
December 7th, with some very pleasing
outcomes. Should your child be behind
with any coursework or exam preparation,
please ensure this is addressed over the
coming break, one of the few remaining

before the 6real d exams

The year ends with many festive and
celebratory events: Awards assemblies,
Festivals of Sport, the Sixth Form
Nativity Play, the Year
Wor kd performance, our
Christmas Concert, our Year 13 (2010 -11)
Presentation of Certificates evening on
December 15th, as well as several other
enjoyable activities. | am sure you will

join with me in thanking all our staff for

their terrific efforts in ensuring the run -

up to Christmas is an enjoyable one for

your child here in school.

at ri sk.

The annual Christmas Raffle ticket sales
have been a priority f
term. The draw took place on Friday,
December 9th, supervised by School
Souncik, and BY the time yqu regdghis glh
prizewinners will have been notified.
Thanks to all those of you who have
bought tickets or donated prizes. The

final amount raised was over £1,500,
which will be ear -marked to support in
part the purchase of a commemorativet -
shirt for all our pupils and students in time
for the Olympic Games, as suggested by
School Council. This is an excellent
achievement in the current economic
climate, so a big thank you to all
concerned.
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Mrs P A Farrington

Head teacher

chil dds progress.
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HANHAM HIGH SCHOOL VISIT TO WESTMINSTER

During one of our School Council meetings last year we were joined by Mrs Hutchinson,
Assistant Head, a number of times to discuss rewards and sanctions. In one of our meet-
ings Mrs Hutchinson suggested we visit The Houses of Parliament, Year Councils included.
We were all excited at the idea and when Mrs Farrington enquired we then became aware
we could only book on one day of the year. So on that day Mrs Farrington called the Edu-
cation Services at the Houses of Parliament and managed to get double the places for us
meaning 60 of us could go. The 60 of us who went on the trip were the first from School
and Year Councils to pay our money. Luckily, half of the cost of the visit was subsidised
for us by the Parliamentary Education Service.

When we arrived we were split into groups and taken on a tour of the Houses of Parlia-
ment . We started off in the Membersd Lobby anc
the statues and how Parliament had been bombed during the Second World War.

Then we moved on to one of the main highlights of our trip which was seeing the House of
Commons. It was amazing to be able to be in a place where so many important decisions
had been made and so many famous and great people had been. Although we were not ac-
tually allowed to sit down in the seats in the Houses of Commons it was great to be able

to say that we had all been to the place that almost everyone has seen on TV.

Next we made our way to the House of Lords, goi
Once in the House of Lords we saw the Queenodos t
guides explain about it. We were then told about how different it was in the House of

Lords from the House of Commons because the lords and ladies were all much more pa-

tient, unlike the MPs who all wanted to be heard and get their points across very strongly.

We all enjoyed the tour very much.

After our tour, KS3 and KS4 and Post 16 students attended different workshops. The

KS3 workshop was all about voting, with KS3 being split into 6 groups in which they had to

form their own party and decide what they wanted to represent. In the KS4 and Post 16

Wor kshop on oOMaking Lawsdé we were put into thre
group had to make up a new law and feed it back to the other parties. An intricate game

in the form of a quiz then followed to test our knowledge.

All'in all I can honestly say on behalf of everybody that it was definitely a day to remem-
ber. Along with our tour of the Houses of Parliament we also had the opportunity to meet
and question our local MP Chris Skidmore. It was a great session where we gained many
answers to questions including the university tuition fees rise, something that will affect

us all. We also saw Big Ben, the London Eye, Harrods and the National History Museum to
name a few. It certainly was an unforgettable day that | am sure we will all remember.

Alisha Powell (Chair)
James Beale
Zoe Baker

School Council Representatives






