September 2008
Dear Parent/Carer

Collection and Recording of Pupils’ Ethnic Background

I enclose an information sheet about ethnic monitoring and a short form for you to fill in about the ethnic background of your child, as all schools are required to do by the Department for Children, Schools and Families (DCSF).

Please read the information sheet and the description of “ethnic background” then tick the appropriate box on the form.  Please return the form to your child’s tutor or send it to the school reception.  The Information Commissioner (formerly the Data Protection Registrar) has advised that pupils aged 11-15 are considered capable of deciding their own ethnic identity.  The DCSF recommends that this decision be made with the support and knowledge of the parent or carer.  Pupils aged 16 and over are recommended to make their own decision.

The information you provide will be used to compile statistics on the schools, careers and experiences of children from different backgrounds, to help ensure that all children have the opportunity to fulfil their potential.  These statistics will not allow individual children to be identified publicly and the information will not be used for any other purpose.  From time to time this information will be passed to the Local Authority and the DCSF to contribute to local and national statistics.  Information about your child’s ethnic background will be passed on to any other school to which your child transfers to save you having to be asked for it again.  You can ask to check your child’s information at any time, and, if you wish, have ethnic background changed or removed.

Please complete and return the form to the school by the end of September 2008.

Thank you very much for your help.

Yours sincerely

Mrs P Farrington


Mr J Angell

Headteacher



Assistant Head 






Pupil Care & Guidance to Support Learning

What parents need to know about the collection of ethnic background data on pupils in schools

This leaflet is intended to explain why schools collect data on the ethnic background of their pupils and how the data will be used. 

Why are schools collecting this information? 

Schools have collected information on the ethnic background of their pupils since 1990. This is one element of data that schools must report as a statutory requirement to the Department for Education and Skills (DfES). This is reported through the Pupil Level Annual Schools' Census (PLASC) each January. 

Surely schools already have this information? 

The ethnic background categories used in the past have been changed. The new categories are based on those used in the 2001 national population Census. 

Is this exercise only for ethnic minority groups? 

This is for all pupils. Everyone belongs to an ethnic group. Data can bring to light surprising results about how different groups perform and achieve. Ethnic monitoring can help schools, local education authorities and Government identify the needs of all pupils, whatever their ethnic background, and make sure they receive the support they need to achieve their full potential. Without effective ethnic monitoring on a local and national basis, the particular needs of any group could remain unknown. 

Who will use this information? 

Schools and Local Education Authorities will use the information to find out whether particular ethnic groups are not achieving as well as they might and whether additional support is needed. 

The DfES needs information to help them plan and allocate resources to raise standards of all pupils. It also helps the DfES to see how far schools and local education authorities are successfully meeting the needs of particular groups of pupils. There is evidence from research that some ethnic groups do not do as well as others and that patterns of achievement vary between boys and girls. Accurate national information will help to keep track of changing patterns in education, helping the Department to identify trends and plan more effectively. 

Who else will have access to information about my child? 

Schools, local education authorities and the DfES are all bound by the Data Protection Act. This means that they cannot reveal information held on your child to a third party. Safeguards are in place to make sure that it will not be possible to identify individual pupils in any published statistical data. 

How will the information be used? 

Analysing this information can help schools monitor and improve their own practices and also celebrate the success achieved by their pupils. Schools will be able to use this information to 

· see how well different groups perform in examinations. 

· monitor exclusions and attendance to make sure that no single group is missing out on school. 

· make sure that they are treating all pupils fairly. 

Do I have to give this information every year? 

No. This information is usually collected when children start school. The new computerised records mean that it should not be necessary to ask for it again. On this occasion, all schools are collecting the information in order to introduce the new categories from the DfES. From time to time you may be asked to check the information for accuracy. This will provide you with an opportunity to change the entry if you wish. You can also ask to see the personal data the school holds at any time and ask for information on ethnic background to be removed or changed. 

Why has my child's school asked him/her to provide this information? 
The Information Commissioner (formerly the Data Protection Registrar) has advised that young people aged 11-15 are mature enough to decide their own ethnic identity. You may wish to discuss the issues raised in this leaflet with your child before they complete the form. Young people aged 16 and over can make their own decision. Individuals have the right to ask to see the personal data the school holds on them and ask for information on ethnic background to be removed or changed. 

What do parents and pupils gain from this? 

Potentially everyone gains. Schools can better understand and identify the needs of individual pupils and groups of pupils. They can also plan and target resources and support more effectively. Parents and pupils gain if schools have more reliable information about the achievement of their pupils and any barriers to success. DfES can better understand local needs and target resources more effectively. 

Why are you not collecting information on religion? 

Many schools do collect information on religion. DfES recognise that the national ethnic categories do not address every aspect of an individual's sense of identity. There is a limit to the amount of information that can be collected on a national basis. The national set of categories that the DfES is introducing is therefore confined to one that tells us about ethnicity. 

Can I get translations of these documents? 
Yes. Simply ask your child's school. The School will be able to provide you with one.
HANHAM HIGH SCHOOL
ETHNIC DATA COLLECTION FORM

Pupil’s Name:  _________________________________
Tutor Group:  ________

Date of Birth:   _______________________

The Information Commissioner (formally the Data Protection Registrar) recommends that young people aged over 11 years old have the opportunity to decide their own ethnic identity.  Parents of those with parental responsibility are asked to support or advise those children aged over 11 in making this decision, wherever possible.  Pupils aged over 16 or over can make this decision for themselves.

Please study the list and tick one box only to indicate the ethnic background of the pupil named above.  Please also tick whether a parent or pupil filled in the form.

White

· [    ]
British

· [    ]
Irish
· [    ]
Traveller of Irish Heritage

· [    ]
Gipsy/Roma

· [    ]
Any other White background

Mixed

· [    ]
White and Black Caribbean
· [    ]
White and Black African
· [    ]
White and Asian
· [    ]
Any other mixed background
Asian or Asian British

· [    ]
Indian
· [    ]
Pakistan
· [    ]
Bangladeshi
· [    ]
Any other Asian background
Black or Black British

· [    ]
Caribbean
· [    ]
African
· [    ]
Any other Black background
Other

· [    ]
Chinese
· [    ]
Any other ethnic background
· [    ]
I do not wish an ethnic background category to be recorded
This form was completed by:

	
	Parent:
	[    ] 
	

	
	Pupil:
	[    ] 
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