HANHAM HIGH SCHOOL
HOMEWORK POLICY 
This policy is written in line with Department for Children, Schools and Families (DCSF) recommendations. 

PURPOSE/RATIONALE
Work done at home can make a significant contribution to pupils’ progress at school and is therefore an integral part of the educative process. Homework can be used to extend learning, consolidate learning and challenge pupils beyond the classroom experience. It also provides an opportunity for parental engagement between pupil and school.

AIMS
The purposes of Homework are:

· To encourage pupils to develop the skills, confidence and motivation needed for effective independent study. This is important for pupils’ life long learning and adaptability.

· To consolidate and reinforce skills and understanding developed during the curriculum time at school.

· To extend school learning (for example, through additional reading).

· To sustain the involvement of parents and carers in the management of pupils’ learning and keeping them informed about the work pupils are doing at school.

· To manage particular curriculum and course demands such as coursework.

GUIDELINES
1.
The time allocation for Homework

The intrinsic value of homework activities is far more important than the precise amount of time devoted to them. The following time allocations should be interpreted flexibly depending on a particular pupil’s circumstances and needs. We have chosen times that are around the middle of the DCSF guidelines.

	Year 
	Hanham High School

Guidelines (per day)
	DfES guidelines (per day)

	7
	2 x 35 mins = 70 mins
	45 -90 mins

	8
	2 x 40 mins = 80 mins
	45 - 90 mins

	9
	2 x 45 mins = 90 mins
	60 – 120 mins

	10
	2 x 50 mins = 100 mins
	90 – 150 mins

	11
	2 x 60 mins = 120 mins
	90 – 150 mins

	12
	3 hours per subject per week engaged in activities supporting the 5 hours of contact time for each subject.
	Dependent on programme of study.



	13
	5 hours per subject per week engaged in activities supporting the 5 hours of contact time for each subject. 
	Dependent on programme of study.




2.
The Homework Timetable

The Homework timetable will be issued to pupils via the Pupil Organiser. The homework timetable will show the allocation of homework sessions for the different subjects in the curriculum. Where possible, the homework timetable will ensure that homework is allocated for a subject on the day it appears in the timetable. However, this is not always possible. The date given will be the date the pupil is expected to complete the task. The date that work is due to be handed in must take this into account.

Sometimes pupils are given an activity to complete over several weeks. Pupils will need help in managing their time to ensure that the task is given the necessary time allocated. 

In this case, teachers will inform pupils of the deadline and will aim to ensure that work is not expected to be completed and returned by the next day. This will enable pupils to manage their time more effectively and prioritise certain tasks when appropriate.

The Homework timetable will be displayed in each classroom.

3.
The expected homework allocation per subject
Years 7, 8 and 9 

	Subject
	Homework sessions 

per fortnight

	English
	3

	Maths
	3

	Science
	2

	Spanish/French
	2

	DT
	2

	Geography
	1

	History
	1

	RE
	1

	Expressive Arts per subject
	1

	IT
	1

	Reading/Literacy
	1


Years 10 and 11

	Subject
	Homework sessions 

per week

	English (2 GCSEs)
	2

	Maths
	1

	Science (2 GCSEs)
	2

	Personal Challenge
	1

	Performing Arts Option
	1

	Option 1
	1

	Option 2
	1

	Option 3
	1


4.
Parents and Carers Support

We ask parents and carers to support their child with homework by:

· Providing a suitable, peaceful place to work

· Encouraging pupils to attend homework clubs/ support sessions

· Showing your child that you value homework 

· Discussing your child’s work with him or her.

· Encouraging the use of reference materials at home or in the library

· Encouraging and praising your child for completing homework well

· Expecting and checking that deadlines are met

· Signing the pupil organiser to show that you have checked homework completion.

Pupils who rush work at home should be encouraged to check that their work is completed correctly and in detail by reviewing their work. In addition, they can engage in other activities supporting their studies such as completing revision activities (e.g. using a revision guide, constructing ‘mind maps’ or concept maps, using a revision website e.g. www.samlearning.co.uk, www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize.)
5.
Expectations of Pupils

1. Pupils are expected to have their Pupil Organiser available in school and throughout each lesson. 

2. Pupils should expect to have their Pupil Organiser monitored by both teachers (tutors, Managers of Pupils’ Learning, Leadership Team and subject staff) and parents.

3. Pupils should read the advice on completing homework provided in the Pupil organiser.

4. When homework is set they write it in their organiser ensuring they have noted the subject and the date due in. 

5. Pupils are expected to attempt all homework set to the best of their ability.

6. Pupils should not rush their homework and should try to complete it in a peaceful working environment.

7. Pupils are expected to show parents and carers both the homework they have completed and the Pupil Organiser for parents and carers to sign on a weekly basis.

8. Pupils should seek help when they are not sure what to do – from a parent or carer and/or subject teacher.

6.
Monitoring and Evaluating Homework completion

1. We ask parents and carers to check that homework has been set and completed by checking their child’s homework on a weekly basis and signing the section for parents in the Pupil Organiser. Parents can also contact the “homework hotline” for further information regarding homework set.

2. Tutors check Pupil Organisers on a regular basis and will question pupils with gaps in their organisers. Tutors will also follow-up pupils who do not bring their organiser to school.

3. Subject Teachers will try to ensure that homework tasks are explained well in class, during the lesson, ensuring necessary details are in writing and checking that pupils understand what they have to do. Encourage pupils to get out Pupil Organisers at the start of the lesson. Subject teachers complete a homework database to show the 
homework set on a weekly basis.
4. Subject teachers will monitor pupils writing the homework in Pupil Organisers. Organisers are expected to be available for pupils throughout the lesson. 

5. Subject teachers will monitor homework completion (see ‘Rewards and Sanctions’) and mark completed work in line with Common Marking Policy.
6. Subject teachers maintain a record of homework being set for each teaching group, ensuring homework is set according to the timetable. This is available to Curriculum Managers, Subject Leaders, Managers of Pupils’ Learning and the School Leadership Team. The homework database is used to monitor and evaluate homework set by the school leadership team and middle leaders.
7. Managers of Pupils’ Learning will periodically look at a sample of pupil organisers and evidence of homework completion. 

8. Curriculum Managers and Subject Leaders routinely monitor homework completion. The issue is discussed every term with link managers.

9. Leadership Team staff routinely monitor homework completion in addition to the systems above.

7.
Rewards and Sanctions

Ideally, work is marked and returned before the next lesson. All homework tasks are expected to be marked and returned to pupils within a maximum of two weeks.

Homework is marked according to the school’s Common Marking Policy. Rewards are issued to pupils for successful attempts at homework tasks.  Sanctions are issued, as necessary, if homework is not completed. Pupils will be given one chance to complete homework after an initial failure. The pupil will then be expected to complete the task in a subject detention. 

Pupils with a persistent failure to complete tasks will be interviewed by tutors and/or Managers of Pupils’ Learning to deduce the cause of the problem and where necessary to provide an intervention strategy to improve the situation.

8.
Cause for Concern

If a parent has a cause for concern with the homework being set in a particular subject, the subject teacher should be contacted in the first instance. If the concern is of a more general nature, the child’s tutor should be contacted. 

The Subject Leader or Curriculum Manager will deal with more persistent or serious concerns in a subject area. The Manager of Pupils’ Learning will deal with more serious general concerns. 

When the above avenues have been exhausted, Key Stage Co-ordinators in the School Leadership Team may become involved. At a more serious level the Deputy Headteacher and the Headteacher will be available. 

REVIEWING/MONITORING

The Leadership Team and the Governors Curriculum Committee will review this policy annually.

July 2008
