ATTENDANCE MATTERS
Parents and School can work together

Attending school regularly is extremely important if pupils are to achieve an effective education and good qualifications.  It is the parents’ responsibility to ensure that their child attends school and arrives on time.  Attendance levels are now monitored and we expect pupils to attend school for at least 95% of the time.  95% attendance means about 10 days’ absence in a school year.

Fast Track To Prosecution

Hanham High School is following ‘Fast Track to Attendance’ procedures.  This is how the system works:

· Each pupils’ attendance level is monitored and if attendance is unsatisfactory then parents/carers are asked to attend an ‘Attendance Panel’ meeting at the school.  

· Attendance targets will be set at this meeting and appropriate strategies to help will be set up within an action plan.

· If the attendance targets have not been met, then the case may proceed directly to Court.
· The courts take non-attendance at school very seriously and fines can be imposed (£2,000 maximum).

· Attendance levels will continue to be monitored and action taken as appropriate.

Penalty Notices

A Penalty Notice (a fine of £50) may be issued by the Local Authority when
· A pupil has 10 unauthorised sessions in a 7 week period.
The most likely reasons for receiving a Penalty notice are;

· For holidays within Term Time

· Lateness after the register has closed

· Occasional absences not authorised by the school

Authorised and Unauthorised absences

It is the school who authorises absence and not the parents/carers.

Reasons we can accept and authorise absence are as follows:

· Medical appointments (where possible these should be made after school or during holidays).  Every effort should be made to return to school as quickly as possible after an appointment.

· Bereavement

· Religious observations

· Interviews

· Approved educational activity

· Agreed study leave

Concerns

If you should have any concerns over your child’s attendance, for whatever reason, please no not hesitate in contacting us at school.  We will do our very best to work with you to resolve any difficulties.

We value good attendance

As attendance is closely monitored we are able to praise and reward those pupils who improve or maintain good levels of attendance and punctuality.
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